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SUBJECT: KOREAN AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON UNDERSECRETARY EOR 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

1 . KOREAN AMBASSADOR KIM YONG-SIK MADE BRIEF COURTESY CALL 
ON UNDERSECRETARY BENSON MORNING OE MAY 10. FOLLOWING 
INTRODUCTORY EXCHANGE, AMBASSADOR TOLD MRS. BENSON THAT 
THE KOREANS APPRECIATE THE DETERRENT ROLE PLAYED BY U.S. 

EORCES SINCE THE WAR, AND THAT ALTHOUGH THE ROKG DOES NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHY THE U.S. IS WITHDRAWING NOW, EVERY EEEORT 
WILL BE MADE TO BUILD UP A DETERRENT EORCE TO REPLACE THE 
U.S. PRESENCE. HE SAID THAT THE KOREAN PEOPLE ARE READY 

TO PAY THE PRICE FOR AN IMPROVED DEEENSE ESTABLISHMENT, 

BUT THAT THE ROK WILL LOOK TO THE U.S. EOR CONTINUED 
APPROVAL OP PMS PURCHASES EOR MILITARY HARDWARE AS WELL 
AS DEEENSE INDUSTRY SUPPORT. 

2. AMBASSADOR KIM SAID THAT THE ROK DOES NOT PEEL 
THREATENED BY THE PRC, BUT VIEWS WITH CONCERN INCREASING 
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SOVIET PRESENCE IN THE FAR EAST AND IS WORRIED ABOUT 
POSSIBLE SOVIET SUPPORT OF NORTH KOREA EOR ANOTHER ' PROXY 
WAR". 

3. MRS. BENSON SAID THAT OVER THE LONG RUN THERE IS NO 
QUESTION THAT THE U.S. IS INTERESTED IN HELPING THE ROK, 
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AND WE ARE NOT ABOUT TO WITHDRAW AND LEAVE THE ROK ALONE 
AMONG ITS ADVERSARIES. HOWEVER, SHE SAID, THE PRESIDENT 
IS ANXIOUS TO REDUCE ARMS TRAFFIC THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
AND WE ARE GOING TO REDUCE US ARMS SALES ABROAD. SINCE 
MOST U.S. ARMS EXPORTS GO TO THE MID-EAST, IT EOLLOWS 
THAT OUR BIGGEST REDUCTIONS WILL BE MADE THERE. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO THE AMBASSADOR'S REQUEST EOR ASSURANCE 
THAT ARMS SUPPLIES TO KOREA WOULD NOT BE AEEECTED, MRS. 
BENSON SAID SHE COULD NOT SAY THAT OUR OVERALL REDUCTION 
WOULD NOT AEEECT KOREA, BUT THAT EVERY SALE WOULD BE 
EXAMINED ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. IN ANY EVENT, NO ONE 

IN THE U.S. WANTED TO SEE THE ROK BECOME WEAKER. 

5. AMBASSADOR KIM CLOSED WITH THE OBSERVATION THAT 
HISTORICALLY A STABLE KOREA MEANT STABILITY IN NORTHEAST 
ASIA AND THAT HE SEES 1977 AS A VERY SIGNIFICANT AND 

BUSY YEAR EOR BOTH OUR COUNTRIES. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, AMBASSADORS, TROOP REDUCTIONS, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 08041 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FMISCH:FLW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 69-0645 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770561/aaaacabm.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b2b7a494-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2533907 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KOREAN AMBASSADORVS CALL ON UNDERSECRETARY FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, MARR, KS, US, (KIM YONG-SIK) 

To: SEOUL 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b2b7a494-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



